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PhD project Title: Socio-cultural issues surrounding perceptions and attitudes towards maternal and infant 
vaccination in Vietnam 

Project overview: 

In Vietnam infant vaccination programmes were introduced in 1983, followed by those for pregnant women in 
1995. There has been national coverage for over 20 years, with polio elimination in 2000 and maternal and 
neonatal tetanus in 2005. However, continuing cases of tetanus and sporadic outbreaks of measles indicate a 
potential gap in vaccine uptake.  

Research at the Hospital for Tropical Diseases and Binh Phuoc province indicates that ethnic minority rural 
communities have lowest vaccination coverage and that there are specific cultural issues surrounding acceptance 
and vaccination uptake in these populations, in addition to the practical difficulties of implementing immunization 
programmes in remote communities. Issues in Vietnamese urban centres are different as health services and health 
promotion are more readily available.  However there is evidence of increasing vaccine hesitancy and the 
appearance of anti-vaccination groups on social media . 

With a global push to increase vaccine availability, it is increasingly important to understand beliefs and perceptions 
about vaccination to be able to address misconceptions and implement effective public health measures. We 
propose a study to investigate the perceptions and attitudes towards vaccines, as well as related socio-cultural 
issues in both urban and rural areas in Vietnam. 

Specific project aims: 

1. To document the history and context of vaccination policy and practice in Vietnam; 
2. To explore perceptions and attitudes towards vaccination and related socio-cultural issues in both urban 

and rural areas in Vietnam;  
3. To design, implement and evaluate community engagement activities to increase vaccine uptake in rural 

areas; 
4.  To document how Vietnamese official online news websites portray vaccines.  

 
Experimental approach: 

The study employs both quantitative and qualitative methods with different stakeholder groups in order to 
understand attitudes and perceptions in general as well as investigate into more details about socio-cultural issues 
associated with such attitude and perception. We will analyze all interview and focus group discussion transcripts 
(and field notes) using a combination of open and closed coding techniques within a thematic framework. 

Surveys: women that are targets of Vietnamese National vaccination programmes (NVP) including pregnant 
women, mothers of children under 2 years old & women aged 15-35 years old.  

In-depth interviews: women that are targets of NVP; husbands; people who are influential in the community such 
as religious leaders, village leaders; local health staff involving in EPI delivery. 

Focus group discussion: women that are targets of NVP, using both traditional group discussion method and 
participatory methods. 

An intervention trial of increased community engagement activities (20 intervention communes, 20 control 
communes) to assess the effectiveness in increasing acceptance and uptake of MI vaccinations in Dak Lak province 
(06EP study).  
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   Literature review: a review of vaccination in Vietnam, and the broader global context. 

Media content analysis: a structured analysis of online news websites to understand how Vietnamese official online 
news media portray the 5-in-1 vaccine.  

Building on the existing strong partnerships between OUCRU and domestic partners, data collection will be carried 
out with support of the following institutions: 

i. Preventive Medicine Centre, Dak Lak   
ii. University of Social Science in Hochiminh City  
iii. Tu Du Hospital (or other maternity hospital) 
iv.  ETHOX Centre Oxford 
v. Prof. Heidi Larson, Professor of Anthropology, Risk And Decision Science, Director Of The Vaccine 

Confidence Project LSHTM 

Hypotheses (or research questions): 

1. What is the history and context of the Vietnamese vaccination programme? 
2. What are the perceptions and attitudes about vaccination in rural areas and in Dak Lak province in 

particular? 
3. How effective are community engagement activities to increase vaccine uptake in rural areas?  
4. What are the perceptions and attitudes about vaccination in urban areas? 
5. How does the Vietnamese online press present information about vaccines? 

Supervisors: 

Primary supervisor:  Dr. Mary Chambers  - Expertise in community engagement, participatory methodologies, 
qualitative research methods.  

Co-supervisor(s):    Dr. Louise Thwaites –  Lead clinical expertise 
Dr. Jennifer Van Nuil – expertise in anthropology and social science methodologies 

 

Location(s) of studies:   Dak Lak Province and Ho Chi Minh city 

Start date and duration of studies: October 2018 – October 2022  

Training opportunities: 

The PhD student would be invited to be part of the Global Health Bioethics Network at ETHOX Centre, Oxford.  They 
would be invited to annual Ethics Summer Schools. They would also receive support and training on participatory 
methods in qualitative research and data analysis (qualitative and quantitative). 

Skills required in the candidate: 

Qualitative research methods 
Experience in community engagement 
An undergraduate degree in related subject: anthropology, social science, ethics. 
Excellent English 
Willingness to conduct fieldwork in rural areas 
 


